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Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) 

District of Columbia – 2020 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Please return the completed form via email to cpac.dmv@gmail.com by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, March 

5, 2020.  Responses will be shared with C-PAC’s membership. 

 

Office Sought: DC City Council Member - Ward 2  

Candidate’s Name: Jack Evans   

Current Occupation: Self-Employed 

Party: Democrat 

Campaign contact information (Address, Phone, Fax, Email, Website):  

EVANS 2020 

3141 P Street NW 

Washington, DC 20007 

202-255-3300  

jackevans1@aol.com 

evansward2.com 

 

****************************************************************************** 

1. Please explain your plan or approach to improve agency responsiveness and the accessibility 

of services and staff to the District’s residents.  What specific actions will you take to improve 

the wellbeing of your constituents? 

During my tenure as Councilmember, I was a longtime supporter of constant outreach and 

sustained communication with constituents.  For years, I have directed the Ward 2 Council 

office to post all information online.  Once posted, we organized by cluster and agency.  We 

ensured access to information by providing hard copies at libraries and government 

buildings. 

I’m committed to working with stakeholders to improve accessibility, ensure transparency, 

champion data collecting, and ensure it is used effectively. It is vital to have effective and 

efficient governmental agencies that are fully equipped to enforce and follow through on 

policies that serve as essential functions to our residents.   

I will ensure agencies are using best practices to deliver resources and spend tax dollars 

efficiently, effectively, and responsibly.  I will work to use the latest technological advances 

to administer practical solutions such as collaboration reports and tracking First Source 

budget data. 
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2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to establish a 

District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a long-standing priority of 

the Caribbean-American Community.  Please explain your position on this legislation and 

whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office?  

 

I support B23-0201, establishing a District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA).  

I also support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office. 

 

DC government provides liaisons for LGTBQ, Latinx, African, and African-American 

communities, among others.  Councilmembers may lack the background and support 

network needed to effectively advocate for and implement pro-Caribbean-American 

community policies.  An OCA Liaison can serve under the mayor to fulfill many roles, 

including working with relevant city departments, fielding constituent concerns and 

addressing specific Caribbean-American community issues. 

3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s Caribbean-American 

community? 

I have always supported a path to citizenship for immigrants living in the District of 

Columbia.  Those of Caribbean descent have historically contributed a great deal towards 

making our city a diverse and attractive city. 

I worked to bolster local protections for migrant citizens and passed the “Employment 

Testing Translation Act of 2013” which ensures that District workers with limited or no-

English proficiency have equal access to and participation in written evaluations for license, 

jobs, or skills for which English fluency is not a requirement. 

I have supported measures that assist DC’s undocumented immigrant residents in search of 

a better life.  Encouraging individuals to apply for citizenship and ensuring their pathway 

to citizenship is facilitated, I supported and voted for the “DC Driver’s Safety Amendment 

Act,” which helps District residents’ eligible to obtain a permit or license to do so.  

All my life, I have pushed legislation aimed at combating discrimination and fighting for 

social justice.  That is why I voted for the “Immigration Detainer Compliance Act”, which 

ensures the protection of our residents from the Federal government’s Secure Communities 

program which mandates fingerprints and detainment regulations that unfairly target 

immigrants. 
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4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in your 

community and throughout Washington, D.C.? How will you support the viability and 

competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and especially Caribbean-

owned businesses?  In addition, how will you improve procurement and contract opportunities 

for these businesses? 

The vast majority of employers in the District, are small businesses.  It couldn’t be more 

important to ensure the DC’s small business owners have the tools that they need in order 

to continue to support the District, as they always have in the past. 

I have been the biggest champion on the council for encouraging growth among small 

business and business with minority owners, representing the Districts strong history of 

diversity.  My record includes passing legislation such as the “Equal Opportunity for Local, 

Small, or Disadvantaged Business Enterprises,” the “Small Business Personal Property Tax 

Exception Act,” and the “Small Business Commercial Property Tax Relief Act.”  

I also supported the “Minority and Women-Owned Business Assessment Act,” which 

encouraged the growth of migrant business in the District and ensured that immigrants were 

being treated fairly during the procurement process for government contracts. 

The economic growth that is taking place in this city is astonishing.  Our challenge is to 

make sure that everyone in the city is benefitting from that economic growth.  I introduced 

the “DC Business Improvement District Economy Development Act” for the purpose of 

supporting economic development in traditionally underserved areas. 

My vision consists of establishing DC as a top international city, one that supports and 

strengthens business, social, and cultural exchanges between District residents and 

international communities.  That is why I advocated for legislation such as the “GALA 

Hispanic Theater Real Property Tax Abatement Act of 2012,” which ensured that Latino 

cultural institutions stay open for business in the District and help foster strong cultural 

communities.  

5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in many parts of 

the District.  What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 21st century tools and 

policies? 

I believe that there is no greater priority than the safety and security of our citizens.  I have 

long recognized the unique public safety challenges confronting the Districts communities. 

The most important street to everyone is the street in front of their house. 

As Chair of the Committee on Public Safety and the Judiciary (1997-1998), I introduced a 

myriad of legislation to reverse our city’s reputation as the “Murder Capital”.  Since that 
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time, crime in the District has significantly declined.  This was no accident; I passed and 

endorsed legislation such as the “Omnibus Public Safety Amendment Act” to get 

prostitution off the streets and supported the creation of Gun and Drug Free Zones. 

I will continue to build upon the foundation of my previous work by making public safety a 

priority.  This includes strengthening the Metropolitan Police Department by ensuring they 

have the resources to successfully do their jobs.  I introduced the MPD Minimum Staffing 

Act, which mandates a minimum police staff of 4,000 officers.  It is also important to 

empower community organizations who are focused on making streets safer and reducing 

crime, through incentives, grant awards or tax relief. 

6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and physical health 

care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 

I co-introduced the “Patient Protection Act of 2013,” ensuring quality health service 

professional in acute care general and psychiatric hospital.  The act serves as a quality 

control measure for DC general and psychiatric hospitals, ensuring the hospitals are 

properly staffing facilities and taking fluctuating patient needs into account.  Hospitals must 

submit staffing plans to the Department of Health and establish plans to deal with patient 

need fluctuations.  Also, the Department of Health must set minimal nurse staffing levels in 

schools. 

I will ensure that DC government contracts with private agencies which provide home care 

services to vulnerable seniors and people with disabilities, are rigorously enforced and that 

labor and quality care standards are respected and adhered to. 

7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at an alarming 

rate.  Do you support comprehensive immigration reform?  How do you propose addressing 

the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of temporary protective 

status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing sanctuary cities? 

I always have and will continue to support sensible, effective comprehensive immigration 

reform. I have always supported a path to citizenship for documented and undocumented 

immigrants living in the District of Columbia.  As stated above, immigrants have historically 

contributed a great deal towards making our city a diverse and attractive city. 

I support comprehensive immigration reform that modernizes the U.S. immigration system 

by broadening pathways for people to enter the country legally to work and reunite with their 

families; provides an accessible path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants; 

prioritizes smart and effective enforcement that improves public safety, supports legal 

immigration channels and prevents discrimination; and, supports the successful integration 

of immigrants into our society.  
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In the absence of legislation, I am committed to fighting to preserve highly successful 

programs like Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  I will always push back on 

any attempts to roll back these policies, which bring relief to thousands of District families 

and benefit the District of Columbia. 

As stated above, I worked to bolster local protections for migrant citizens and passed the 

“Employment Testing Translation Act of 2013”.  I supported measures that assist DC’s 

undocumented immigrant residents in search of a better life by supporting and voting for 

the “DC Driver’s Safety Amendment Act.”  I voted for the “Immigration Detainer 

Compliance Act”, which ensures the protection of our residents from the Federal 

government’s Secure Communities program which mandates fingerprints and detainment 

regulations that unfairly target immigrants. 

8. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public School system 

– including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with parents, as well as 

education standards and test scores in all wards of the City? 

After recent years of improvement, many DCPS schools remain in need of modernization.  

In some neighborhoods of DC, the percentage of children in traditional public schools has 

declined dramatically.  In many cases, brand new schools that have been completely 

renovated remain grossly under populated.  I will work to ensure that multi-phased school 

modernization projects are initiated and completed in a timely fashion.  I will also ensure 

adequate funding for the school construction trust fund. 

Many classrooms are over capacity and teachers are not being given enough resources to 

meet educational objectives.  I will make sure teachers and schools have enough resources 

to meet both of these needs.  Education is the doorway to opportunity and teachers are the 

gatekeepers.  As such, we must ensure that our teachers are supported, fully equipped, and 

operate in a supportive climate.  That is why I introduced a mandate that every school be 

equipped with a full-time art teacher, music teacher, physical education teacher and 

librarian in every public school to make sure schools are well-rounded.  I also proposed the 

“Character Education Implementation Act,” that will infuse our kids with the basic 

universal values into all aspects of school culture: honesty, hard work, self-respect, concern 

for others, cooperation, and self-knowledge. 

I will work with all appropriate city agencies to ensure our schools are performing at their 

peak.  Although improving, DC schools continue to have an unacceptable low graduation 

rate.  I believe it is essential to educate all students to deeper levels of learning, one which 

transcends surface levels of standardized models.  We must push methodologies and 

comprehensive metrics which track individuals school improvement, morale, turnover, and 
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graduation rates, that gauge whether students are engaging in higher-order-thinking, 

problem solving and communications skills. 

9. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or communities.  What 

efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality of 

programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 

I believe it is essential the DC’s most vulnerable residents including seniors and those with 

disabilities be provided support for adequate healthcare.  I will continue to work to ensure 

that homecare providers are equipped with financial support and adequate resources to 

administer homecare services.  I will ensure that DC government contracts with private 

agencies which provide home care services to vulnerable seniors and people with disabilities, 

are rigorously enforced and that labor and quality care standards are respected and adhered. 

10. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 

We have accomplished a great deal in the last several years.  I'd like to continue serving 

and using my experience to make Ward 2 and the city the world class destination I know it 

can be. 

 

I am very proud of the contributions and accomplishments I have made as the Ward 2 

Councilmember.  I am proud that DC was awarded a Triple AAA bond rating, the highest 

possible rating, putting the city on firm financial footing for the first time.  I am equally 

proud of the role I have played in making Washington D.C. a world class city.  I led the 

effort to build the Washington Convention Center, Capital One Arena, Nationals Park – 

home to our World Series Champion, and our newest addition, Audi Field.   

 

I have always said that our residents who have lived here during the bad times should be 

able to stray during the good times.   

 

Many of you are long-time residents of Washington DC - and the city's success may have 

affected your home value and taxes.  I have consistently fought to keep the 10% cap on the 

assessment of primary residences so you can afford to stay in the home you may have 

owned for many years. 

 

I'm proud to have been and, continue to be, an advocate and a champion in the LGBTQ 

community’s quest toward unequivocal full equality, championing equal rights for the 

LGBTQ community when most elected officials were afraid to do so. I'm proud of having 

been on the frontline throughout the early years of the AIDS epidemic securing funding 

for treatment, prevention programs, and research, while providing comfort to those struck 

down by the disease. 
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I want to continue to improve access to education and improve our schools; create jobs 

and strengthen workforce development; address affordable housing and, remedy our 

concerning homeless situation.  

 

I want to continue to grow and develop our city and establish DC as the best city in the 

nation for each and every resident to live, learn and grow.  

 


